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Application No. 

09/265,715 


Applicants) \J 
GOVaRI, assaf 


Examiner 

Eleni Mantis Mercader 


Art Unit 

3737 




U The mailing DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet wm tne com&pwuen™ ««n,,^ 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY 18 SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 



after SIX (6) MOUTHS from iha rnaiilng daie of °^ m n '°™ 0 "- B|v ^ , he 8 , Blutery m i„i mU m ofihifty (30) days will bo considered llimely. 
. lithe period lor reply specified above e lesa than IhWy ^^^^^Z^aLnSOi (6) MONTHS from the maiing dale orthis eon 
. .fNOpe/iodfor^bepaci^ 

;Sre« 



eerned palenl term adjustment. Sec 37 CFR 1.704(b) 
Status 

I) 12 Responsive to communication® filed on 11 March 1999 . 
2a>n This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

an Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosector , as to the ments is 
)U cS m accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay*. 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) ^29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E) Claim(s) ±29 is/are rejected. 
7jn Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawin 9 (s) filed on is/are: e)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and'r.; 121. 

Attachment^) 

„ „., . ,_ T _ „„_, 4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) . 

2iKSS5=SEE2,«--»ro«* Iti „»- «— — <™« 

3) B Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(6) S&S. ■ 6) U Other: . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/265,71 5 Pa S e 2 

Art Unit: 3737 

• DETAILED ACTION ^ 
Claim Rejections -35 VSC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a pateni unless - 
(^thehventronwaspatoitedord^ 

sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 -3 and 14-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Fabian'095. 

Fabian'095 teach all the features of the instant invention including an apparatus for 
determining the disposition of an object relative to a reference frame having at least a field 
generator, which generates an electromagnetic field in a vicinity of an object, at least one 
transducer, which is fixed to the object which vibrates at a predetermined vibrational frequency . 
and emits energy, responsive to an interaction of the electromagnetic field, at least one detector 
which detects the energy emitted by the transducer and generates signals in response thereto and 
a signal processor which receives and processes the detector signals to determine the coordinates 
of the object (col. 3, lines 64-68 and col. 4, lines 1-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis fo; all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forthin 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subiect matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invenbon was made to 6 person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subj ect matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/265,715 ' Page 3 

Art Unit: 3737 

4. Claims 4-13 and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as beiag unpatentable over 
Fabian'095 in view of Ryan'552. 

Fabian'095 teaches all the features of the instant invention including attaching the 
resonant marker on a surgical implement. However, Fabian'095 does not teach the use of the 
marker specifically on a catheter to locate a catheter. In the same field of endeavor Ryan'552 
teaches the use of similar type markers to locate a catheter (col. 2, lines 56-67 a*, col. 3, lines 1- 
5). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time that the invention was made 
to have used the marker as taught by Fabian'095 in the catheter as taught by Ryan'552 in order 
to be able to localize the catheter via use of a similar type marker. The use of multiple markers 
would have been an obvious modification to skilled artisans in order to use techniques such as 
triangulation, which are well within the knowledge of skilled artisans in order to localize and 
determine the orientation of a catheter of interest. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent Su applicant's 
disclosure. 

Acker et al.'089 teach medical procedures and apparatus using intrabody probes. 
Szymaitis'71 8 teaches an apparatus for detecting surgical objects within the human body. 
England et al.'007 teaches surgical devices and their location. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/265,71 5 ' Pa S e 4 

Art Unit: 3737 

6, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier coronations from the 
examiner should be directed to Eleni Mantis Mercader whose telephone number is 703 308- 
0899. The examiner can normally be reached on Wed. - Wed., 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marvin Lateef can be reached on 703 308-7635/ The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 308-0758 for regular 
communications and 703 308-0758 for After Final communications. 

• Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-0858. 




Mar«ifi K4. Latee 
Supervisory patent Exa'miner 
Group 3700 



EMM 

December 28,2001 
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